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Caribbean Connections seeks to provide an 
international, multi-disciplinary outlet for research in 
the Caribbean region and with links to the region.  
While this may seem a precarious and daunting task, it 
stems from several trends that are emerging across 
disciplines, most notably in my own field of 
archaeology.  First, academic research and teaching 
are becoming increasingly interdisciplinary.  
Throughout North America and Europe, researchers 
are continually encouraged to work across disciplines.  
The increasing relevance of hybrid fields such as 
historical archaeology and human ecology are a 
testament to how multiple lines of evidence are being 
used to improve our interpretations and 
understanding of the past.   
 Second, in an increasingly globalized world, 
there is a great need for communication within and 
across disciplines.  The Caribbean region has always 
served as a site for the interaction of many different 
cultures, languages, and traditions, and its modern 
research community is no exception.  In creating a 
journal that focuses on research within the Caribbean 
region, we hope to bring together the multiple voices 
and viewpoints that make research in the Caribbean 
so vibrant.   
 In addition to providing an outlet for research 
in the Caribbean, we are also interested in research in 
other regions of the world that directly correlate with 
the histories of the Caribbean.  Recent research on 
the Atlantic World points to an increasing need to 
examine the connections between regions, peoples, 
and cultures throughout human history.  In that vein, 
we welcome submissions that contribute to an 
understanding of the Caribbean past by examining its 
relations with other parts of the world.   
 Finally, as we grapple with the problems of 
twenty-first century modernity, we find that research 
into the past can help inform solutions to today’s 
problems.  Issues of the environment and 
sustainability have come to the forefront of much 
international debate about the future of our society.  
Research into the past not only informs us how past 
humans adapted to environmental and cultural 
change, but also points to ways in which we can 
approach similar problems. 

 More so than serving as an outlet for the 
publication of research, we hope this journal becomes 
a resource for many different communities including 
local communities throughout the Caribbean, 
students across a variety of disciplines, as well as 
professionals, amateurs, and enthusiasts of scientific 
and historical research. 
 This first issue of Caribbean Connections 
includes contributions from historians and 
archaeologists.  The articles cover both the pre-
contact and historical periods of Caribbean history 
and represent an array of interests in different cultural 
areas of Caribbean history. 
 It is our hope that the journal becomes an 
international and multi-disciplinary voice for research 
in the Caribbean region and beyond.   
 


